
Hi everybody!  What a. Great trip we had to San Diego!  Ok, the bathroom 
was an issue, but they did give us a small refund as compensation.  
Brian Young had a sub sandwich for us and a 10% discount off,  yippee!.  
I know the bottom of the bus was filled with bags, so I think City 
Lights was pleased with our visit.  It was Joe’s first time there, and Alita 
wanted to get inside and take his picture when he opened the door 
into the store.  I think he was appropriately stunned.  I didn’t hear other 
comments, but I suspect the gasps I did hear pretty much told the story.

Now we can turn our attention to the Halloween meeting and  
upcoming Open Houses. Victoria Lohman from Hot Wire Foam Factory will be doing a 
demonstration on how to shape styrofoam into a piece of art for your display. She will have all 
Hot Wire Foam Factory tools for sale at this meeting. As always lunch will be pot luck, please bring 
something to share. We have some great vignettes to raffle at the meeting, so be sure and attend.  
Sadly, we just heard that our park liaison who was always so helpful, Sonia, has passed away.   
I will miss her.  

On the open house front, Brian has been busy decorating over here.  In fact our friend was 
recuperating here last week, and when her physical therapist showed up, he was basically struck 
dumb.  It’s was a really funny.  He hopes to bring his kids over real soon.  I think that kind of 
enthusiasm really helps us smile through the effort it takes to put these villages together.  Looking 
forward to seeing you guys soon.  
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Our Next V.A.A. Meeting is:

Don't Forget to Bring an item to share 
at the Potluck!

Meeting Location:
Robert M. Wilkinson Sr. Citizen Center

8956 Vanalden Avenue | Northridge 91324
(Between Nordhoff & Parthenia  

and Tampa & Reseda) 
Click for map: https://goo.gl/maps/1FsWN

Village Addicts Anonymous  

Proud Member - Region 10

We have set a date for a visit to the Reagan Library Holiday 
Lights display! It will be NOVEMBER 14 at 6PM. You 
will all need to get our own tickets by visiting: https://www.

reaganfoundation.org/library-museum/online-ticket-sales/ and I will arrange for those that want  
to carpool. I have a place to meet in mind near the 118 Freeway and Tampa so everyone will not 
have to drive all the way to the library and find parking. 

If you wanted to make it a longer day, you can purchase additional tickets for the exhibit of 
"Pompeii" and/or the amazing display of Christmas trees & decorations inside the library called 
"An American Christmas". Guests will enjoy a tour through a winter wonderland featuring 25 trees 
decorated to reflect the life and times of American society & culture during each decade between 
1770 through 2010. Also on display will be a collection of beautiful hand-crafted Menorahs 
that were given to President Reagan while in office. For those that choose to do the longer day,  
we could have dinner at the cafe before meeting up with the group at 6pm for Holiday Lights

Please let me know if you are interested and have purchased tickets so that I can help arrange 
carpooling for both groups of  people. I think this Christmas display will be fun to enjoy with our 
mutual addict friends!

by  �KAREN HOLLEY 
Open House Coordinator 

by  �BARBARA 'BJ' ALLEN 
Co-President 
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The meeting was opened by co-Presidents Brian and B.J. Allen.  A new member, Marina Lim was welcomed.  
Marina is new to collecting Department 56.

SUNSHINE REPORT:  Peggy Jauregui delivered the Sunshine Report.  For more details and updated information, 
please refer to the Sunshine Report in the Gazette.

ADDICT OF THE YEAR:  Alita Rabe asked for nominations for the Addict of the Year.  The Addict of the Year is an 
individual who is very helpful at the club meetings and events.  The individual may set up and/or take down tables 
and put away chairs or manage a club table.  The nominee may not be an officer of the club.  Those seeking to 

nominate someone for Addict of the Year should fill out the form and submit it to Alita.

SAN DIEGO BUS TRIP:  Currently, there are 31 people signed up for the trip.  The cost is $30 per person with payment due at this meeting.  
Guests and members will pay the same fee.  We will be leaving at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, September 8 and go to City Lights in San Diego for 
approximately two hours of shopping.  Along the way, we will pick up members and guests at the North Woods Inn and we will stop there on 
the way back and enjoy dinner (diners will pay for own meals).  There will be snacks and raffles along the way.

NCC REPORT:  Judyth Rischall updated us on Department 56 news.  There was a blue, yellow, and white quilt 
made by Melinda Seegers for the upcoming convention which is coming up at the end of September.

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Marvella McAllister updated members on our financial status.  She also shared a new 
program where if an individual helps set up or take down tables and chairs, he or she will get an extra door 
prize ticket at the next meeting.  

NEW INFORMATION/PRODUCTS:  Debbie Shelgren shared information about the new Silver Series offered 
by Department 56 and showed a platform which featured some of the new offerings.  The pieces are made of 
resin and have a lot of detail, and offer a good value as the set consists of a building, a tree, an accessory, and 
snow for $64/set.  Debbie showed some pieces she recently purchased at Hobby Lobby.  There were inexpensive candy canes, peppermint 
trees, and sisal trees which can add to displays.  Debbie noted that Hobby Lobby generally only restocks once at the most, so buy what you 
see while it is available!

BIRTHDAY DRAWING:  Myrna Richardson did the birthday drawings for July and August birthdays.  The winners were Myrna Richardson 
and Linda Pressman.

A potluck lunch was enjoyed by members.

PRESENTATION:  Lisa Johnson from Department 56 presented new introductions from the company.  Some of 
the introductions include the Silver Series, which also has a line of ornaments.  There is an Easter gift set.  There 
are new gates for each village designed by Tom Bates that have lights.  For the Snow Village collectors, the 
Grapevine Winery is now in wide release.  The Rockwell’s 5 & 10 is inspired by Rockwell’s art, which is featured 
in the window.  The Rockwell home is also selling well.  The Flat Top Barbershop has an animated barber pole.  
There is a new Village Feed and Supply, along with Buck’s Fish Shack, a numbered, limited edition, for the more 
rural settings.  Christmas Lane features the Toy House.  Santa Comes to Town is another offering and there are 
two new cars.  The Silver Collection was described.  There are additional market booths in the Alpine village.  
For North Pole collectors, there is the Bouncy Ball Factory, which is already sold out at the company.  There is 
also a Candy Striper, and a Hitching Station with coordinating Accessory, the latter of which is also already sold 
out at the company level.  For Platinum Dealers, North Pole Merry Lane Cottages 7 and 8 are offered as well as 
The Other Grandmother’s House for Snow Village Collectors.  In the Dickens’ Village, there is a new Christmas 
Carol piece which also can work for Halloween.  A prison is offered, and a piece featuring Toby Jugs which has 
a lot of detail.  For the Twelve Nights Collectors, an animated Nine Ladies Dancing is offered.  The last train 
car for Halloween is being offered this year and the last Jack Daniels pieces, as the license is expiring this year.  
Christmas Vacation Pieces continue to be doing well as does Nightmare Before Christmas.  A new Addams 
Family line has already sold out all accessories at the company level.  Harry Potter will be in stores shortly.  
Created in resin, the pieces offer great detail and are expected to be extremely popular.  There are new lit palm 
trees for Bethlehem, but they would be great added to Margaritaville which also has new offerings. For more 
information regarding new additions and lines, please visit the Department 56 website.

by  �KHIA SILBERKLEIT 
Secretary 
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DOOR PRIZES
CIC 	 Holiday Tradition	 Myrna Richardson	 DV	 The Amazing Magic Lantern Show	 Peggy Jauregui
NEV	 Ms. Quilt Town	 Jackie Eckberg	 NP	 Sizzlin’ Samples	 Nicki Mitchell
SVH	 Witch By The Light Of The Moon	 Linda Pressman	 SV	 Dog For The Dog	 Dayleen Dutcher
GV	 Picket Lane Fence	 Myrna Richardson	 GV	 Willow Tree	 B.J. Allen
Misc	 500 pc. Jigsaw puzzle 	 Ridi Lauritzen	 Misc	 Fitz & Floyd Santa’s Bags Salt & Pepper 	 Cora Smith

RAFFLE PRIZES
CIC	 Sal’s Pizza & Pasta	 Myrna Richardson	 DV	 Punch & Judy Theatre	 Paula Vacarro
MV	 Paradise Grill	 Debbie Shelgren	 NEV	 McLean Cottage	 Kay Miller
NP	 Licorice Works	 Nicki Mitchell	 SV	 Girl Scouts Camp	 Khia Silberkleit
SVH	 Hattie’s Hat Shop	 Doris Morton	 Misc	 Frosted Sisal Tree, Large	 Ginger Greenspun

SPECIAL RAFFLES
J.D. Nichols Toy Shop Designed by BJ Allen			 Won by Carol Berry		
Crowntree Windmill Designed by Jan & Ridi Lauritzen		 Won by Linda Pressman
Margrove Orangery Designed by Khia Silberkleit		 Won by Karen Neiberg

AUCTIONS
Animated Christmas Santas	 Marty Kravchak	 Dayleen’s Doll	 Don Gorden

(Continued)
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Department 56 has upgraded its website. 
with two major changes.

1 - The Department 56 Rewards Program: 
Department 56 has created a "Frequent 

every dollar spent through their website. 
You get 1000 points just for signing up and apparently there will be 
a 250 points credit in the future for reviewing a product. Then when 
buying products from their website Department 56 will deduct $1.00 
from your total for every 100 points redeemed.

2 - Replacement Parts now on-line: All of the available replacement 
parts are now on-line and can be immediately ordered. You can use 
your cell or tablet to browse, log into your account, order a part and 
check out.

PLUS! There are now product videos.  Look for the ‘360 degree’ icon.

Looking forward to the Sweet Home Chicago Gathering, September 
27-30...Are YOU going?

Open House Season is upon us! Halloween 
is coming right up and next thing we know, 
Christmas. Open Houses don't always have 
to be a HUGE thing...even small displays can 

visiting with the many other addicts in party 
situations. Please contact me if I can help you figure out a plan for your 
space, help with food or help with set up/take down. I am happy to help. 
Take a look at those calendars, stay cool and enjoy the rest of the summer!

Please Remember to be Polite and RSVP so people can appropriately 
accomodate seating and/or food. 

OCTOBER 20 
4:30p – 7:00p 	 Marianne Burton

CANCELLED!

OCTOBER 21 
2:00p – 4:00p 	 Jerry & Judyth Rischall

OCTOBER 28 
10:00a – 12:00p 	� Joe Morabito & Kate Balfour 

Continental Breakfast will be served. 

12:30p - 2:30p	 �Vicki Twitchell 

3:00p	 Brian & BJ Allen
 Dinner will be served.

DECEMBER 15 
2:00p - 4:30p	 Khia Silberkleit

DECEMBER 22 
2:00p - 4:30p	

5:00p	

Pat & Rhonda Colgan

JANUARY 20 
1:00p - 3:00p	 Ridi Lauritzen

by  �KAREN HOLLEY 
Open House Coordinator 
     bring us together to visit & share ideas. I 
                                       have learned a lot at these events & enjoyed 

by  �JUDYTH RISHCALL 
N.C.C. Representative Shopper" type program that credits 818-591-1398 
              members' accounts with 5 points for 

At the October meeting we will have two very 
exciting auctions!

The first will be a Barbi doll with a hand crocheted 
outfit with a hat & handbag designed and 
handmade by Dayleen Dutcher. She is beautiful 
and was donated by Dayleen.

The second item up for bid will be a 
2018 Halloween building and accessory 
set. We are offering “Esmeralda’s Shoe 
Shop” signed by artist, Paul Lundberg. 
The original retail price is $115. And, the 
coordinating accessory will be part of 
the set.  It is “Green With Envy” and it is 
also signed by the artist, Tate Yotter. The 
original retail price is $28.50.

These two items were donated by Lisa 
Johnson.  

Light lunch will be served.

Deana & Anthony Princiotta
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I have been a huge fan of Harry Potter going back to when my grandson would sit on my lap and we would play the 

Harry Potter game on a PC computer.  My oldest Grandson read all the books, and of course, I am not a book reader,  

so my mom and I listened to all the books on tape, then CDs.  I have great memories of waiting for the movies to come 

out, and all of us, my mom, me, my daughters and 3 grandsons going to the movies together as soon as they came out.

My favorite trip with my mom before she had a stroke was to the UK and the last leg of the trip was in Scotland.  We were touring Edinburgh, 

Scotland, and the bus came around the corner and our guide started talking about JK Rowling and showed us a picture of where she started 

writing the Harry Potter series of books.  Then the bus turned and we went down 

some streets and one looked like the street diagonally where the kids in the movie 

bought their books and school supplies.  The best was when the bus stopped and 

dropped us off at the top of a hill and we walked up to tour a huge castle.  My mom 

and I kept making references to the books.  So, from the top of the castle looking 

through the turrets was the city and beyond was the bay and I turned to my  

mom and said, this is where she got the vision of Harry Potter and the Goblet of 

Fire.  The scene I was talking about was in the book, Harry Potter and the Goblet 

of Fire. Two magical schools, a boy’s school call Durmstrang Institute for Magical 

Learning and  the girl’s school was the Beauxbatons Academy of Magic.  The boy’s 

ship came up out of the water and the girls have a flying horse carriage flying over 

the water.  We both stood there and talked about the scene.  

Well, needless to say, I called City Lights and pre-ordered all of the building and 

accessories. If you buy the complete set at City Lights, there is a discount.  I know I 

will have fun and great memories when building this village.

by  �DEBBIE SHELGREN 
New Products 
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Thankfully all is well at the moment...However, Please contact Peggy with news 
about members, including health issues, deaths, as well as information about happy 
events such as family milestones, awards, trips, and any other happy news that you 
want to share. 

Wishing everyone good health.  Please stay well!

We have a number of club members who always volunteer to help out before, during and 
after the meetings.  Some of them do it very quietly and you never hear about them.  

We are asking you, our club members, to nominate someone who you feel has made a 
special contribution to the club this year, 2018.  

Maybe you noticed someone who has helped clean up after every meeting, or someone 
who arrives early to help set up the tables and chairs for the meeting.  

Maybe it is someone who always volunteers to help at the Ronald McDonald House to set 
up and/or take down the village.   

Maybe someone has volunteered to be a chairperson for a club activity or event.

How about someone who has had an open house or made a vignette for the club.

Let’s give recognition to members who work so hard to help the club be successful.  Think 
about the people who really make a difference for the club and not just someone who 
brings your favorite cookies to the meeting.

Nomination forms have been sent to all members who have email and will be available at 
the front desk at the October meeting.  You can put your name on the form as the nomina-
tor or you can leave it anonymous.  

The nominee must be a member of the club for one year and cannot be a current officer of 
the club.  Co-presidents, Secretary and Treasurer are not eligible for this award, nor are last 
year’s winners Dave and Dayleen Dutcher.

All nominations must be submitted by October 6, 2018.   And the award will be presented 
at the December 2018 meeting.




